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wo years ago, heanng a
Tbl'md risha, bt Cynthia
sing & solo nearly npped my
hear n half. Not becuus | Rush
elt sorry man, bul
'Il:puu:t I was jealous of Guest Cﬂllfmnisl
im.

When he finished, the entire sanciuary - clapping and
congratulating him on his performance - made feel
embraced.

My father missed out on such an embmce. Dad heard
none of the dulcimer music and little of the rest of the ser-
i ing in April 1995. Like that boy in the bub-

in there.

“From the sweetness of your voices, [ could tell the kind
of conversation the two of you were having. It made me feel
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chats. Mom quil trying 1o comment on pice sunsets. 'Lt_hc
time she” shouted her remark slowly and
tinctly, word by exasperating word, the sunset didn't seem
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Y. experiences creates a psychol jungle.
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hmhmmﬂrﬁﬂ.%uﬂmmmﬂl‘ y rode a
tle began wearning hearing aids around 65 but had no

; 78, u*“mmm'mry‘ .

tion, at 78, to having a L-a insert-

ed doodad which would restore some of his hearing - was
that “those doctors” wouldn't want him to ski or practice ta
chi anymore.

The kind of deafness Dad expenenced is caused when

nerve hairs i the cochlea fall out The surgeon threads a
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 Technology helps Dad deal with hearing loss

uny wire info the spiral chamber in the inner car lined by the
remaining nerve hairs. This wire - with help from an exter-
nal device — “boosts™ the “signal” to the brain.

With so few narve hairs and the limitation of manmade
malerials, a pleasing of pitch 13 not currently available
1o those who use the dev Bmmwmm";mmmd!mm
COMMUMDD SENSE pm:.'l.lmu,:m very (L
Indeed, this vear at 80 Dad began tennis lessons.
By ke time he and | discussed surgery, you had 1o write
down an you wanted Dad 1o “hear.™
Watching the blind church member wrenched my heart
and set me into action. 1 began contacting surgeons in
Columbus.

Dad had surgery in May 1997. By July, as |, with weak
knees, drove him home from fnally having the hearing
device tumed on, he heard the quiet “boinka-boinka™ of the
car's blinker. It was truly & miracle.

Our expectations couldn't have been higher.

Cochlear implant technology is vehemently rejected by
some members of the deal’ community who have created sai-
h[yhghfnrﬂnm&msmizﬁnﬂcm Sign Language
mﬁ;hmmunin silent space where my

wiis,
The cochlear implant, though an imperfect solution, was
the right one for m Sal. Unforoamaty,  makoe s
Ei“mh o mu:i;l!w"u ll_mwhﬂ

w o every - cannot tell you song is
playing in the background at a restaurant.

In fact, sometimes he isn't sure if the phone rang or if he
dropped his keys. But as time passes, his understanding of

his still-new improves.
Life is better. We can now talk on the telephone. Dad has
always said be plans to live to be 108. Who s what

kind of echnology will be available by the time be takes up
rodeo riding or bungee jumping?
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