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ONLY CYNTHIA/Cynthia Rush

Thoughts turn poignant

when they're memories

My parents are moving.
1 feal mo ridiculous about having this
foaling of abandonment. Here | um, &

things
anymare. After all, | haven't lived In
that honss for yearm,

In the beginning, they minded that I
was growing up and making them feel
likes old peopls — tha smpty nest
syndrome. Now my mother just hed
her 70th hirthday and they are mor-
ing — making ms feel somahow lkes &
used-up Teddy Bear,

MY PARENTS are no longer
middle-aged [ must be getting grown-

ey

Just becauss my brother and [ have
spent the past 10 or 15 years making
fun of tha shrife my mothear created of
our rooms dossnt mean we didn't lks

past still know to track me through
my parents and that farmbouss.
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I ADMIT, as & young child [ knew

playing 1
woods than they do if she gows to a
heavily-peopled park alone Being it
in tha country gave ma the chance to
tewt mynelf witheut grown-ups hover-
ing over me.

THERE WERE THINGS that wers
different about living in an 18458
[xrmbouss than a 1940e

houss. W ints & room

ionger. If you 't shout, the pecple
on the other side of the room couldn't
hear you.

A child lsarns presence in a houss
that size. &

clossta. | had & bathroom, my brother
hid n bathross — only the dog waa
without her own bathroom,
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backyard and carved my nams crowd them into that little golf cours

his mto the bark, Mot our mdtiale houss and [ — [ want to resssemble

mind you, our names her. | want to ressseroble s time wh
T've often wondered, ia the years Lomorrow seemed 8 long way sway f

sincs them, why the poor tres didny by

dia. I'd lowe to climb up thars now and uﬂm“w”w

sen if the bark healed or scarred — T'm trying to enomursge them.

[ was such a flercs littls gl mwhlh,"n arvund inte thed
' [ just hope [ can sarvivs growing |
THERE'S ONE cther thing about. Boy i's hard
this moving businsss. [ puses, until
rrwr, Td narver really thought much Cynthis Rush is a staff writer |
nhout the fact that I'm younger than Times



